preceded by a list of bulleted key points. The book is a synopsis of the material in Principles of Critical Care (Third Edition, 2005) , but stands on its own as a concise explanation of numerous ICU topics.
This book reminds me of the early editions of Teik Oh's Intensive Care Manual -before it exploded in size and content. Many clinicians (and particularly those of us who were trainees at the time) appreciated the concise nature of these early editions. Reading Critical Care Medicine: Just the Facts is like a pleasant trip back in time!
The authors of Critical Care Medicine: Just the Facts are all from North America, mostly from Chicago. Some of the practices advocated are somewhat dogmatic and differ from Australian and New Zealand practice. However this is generally minor.
Inevitably with 140 separate topics, some are better written and more useful than others, but the general standard is high. The bulleted key points preceding each section adds to the clarity of the format.
For the price it seems excellent value.
In view of the price and content I would find it difficult to see why this book should not find a place in the library of any ICU actively involved in training and exam preparation.
C. CORKE Geelong, Victoria
